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D u r a t i o n 
Approx. 4:00 

 
 

My heart is like a singing bird 
Whose nest is in a water’d shoot; 

My heart is like an apple-tree 
Whose boughs are bent with thickset fruit; 

My heart is like a rainbow shell 
That paddles in a halcyon sea; 

My heart is gladder than all these 
Because my love is come to me. 

 
Raise me a dais of silk and down; 
Hang it with vair and purple dyes; 

Carve it in doves and pomegranates, 
And peacocks with a hundred eyes; 
Work it in gold and silver grapes, 
In leaves and silver fleurs-de-lys; 
Because the birthday of my life 
Is come, my love is come to me. 

 
– Christina Rosetti, A Birthday (1861) – 

 
 

About this Piece: 
 
Christina Rosetti’s poem A Birthday is one of her most beloved elaborations on pure 
unfettered joy in love. In this setting, I have taken advantage of the ambiguity of the 
subject of affection (Rosetti never specifies a type of love or a gender in the poem), 
choosing to focus on familial love, and more particularly the love of an expectant 
parent awaiting the arrival of a new baby with joy and celebration. 
 
This piece is meant to showcase the piano in less of an accompanimental role and 
more as the primary vehicle for poetic and emotional expression, beginning with an 
intimate introduction evoking the quiet thrill that attends a discovery of pregnancy, 
which grows, changes, and blossoms as preparations are made for the anticipated 
birthday (“raise me a dais of silk and down; Hang it with vair and purple dyes…and 
peacocks with a hundred eyes”).  
 

This piece was commissioned by Benjamin Gaughran 
for the Ann Arbor Women’s Chamber Chorus 
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